Reconciliation out of tragedy.

One would never think of AIDS as being a disease that would bring about reconciliation.  However I recently had the privilege of witnessing very real signs of reconciliation through the tragedy of AIDS.

One day the pastor of a small church near the Burmese border came to see me with a woman from his village.  She was clearly sick and had just been in the local hospital where HIV/AIDS had been diagnosed.  Her husband had died not long before.  We sat and talked about ways we could help her and I gave her practical advice -  and held her. 

The next day the pastor came back.  The young woman was not a Christian but her elderly Buddhist parents- in- law had asked the church for help because they knew Christians cared.  This posed a challenge for this caring pastor.  How could the church really show they cared, especially when many did not understand AIDS and were afraid?  We started to make plans.

The church already had a health committee so within a couple of weeks I started doing education sessions about AIDS.  The results were immediate.  Church members started to visit the family and gave very real practical and emotional support.  Sadly at about the same time another member of the family was diagnosed as having TB and being HIV positive. 

One of the Christian families that started to visit were close neighbors. What is amazing about this is that the elderly man in the church family (who was not himself a Christian) had fought with the British in the second world war in Burma.  The elderly man in the family with AIDS had fought with the Japanese in the second world war in Burma, and the two had not spoken since. 

The effects of the efforts of the Christians to show love to those suffering from AIDS has brought these two old men together, fifty years on.  They meet for coffee and chat every morning and have become close friends.  In the meantime the church has been asked by the authorities to arrange for AIDS education in the temple, for the whole village, and those who are suffering are being given the daily opportunity to see God’s love in action.
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