I just watched a man die

I just watched a man die.

He was young, in the prime of life

So much to live for.

This morning he died.

I just watched a young man die.  

I wasn’t with him when he took his last breath

But I have held him and comforted him for painful weeks

As he screamed in agony and longed for death. 

I just watched a young man die. 

I walked with his family as they watched him suffer

And I mourn with them now as they grieve

And I ask why must we watch young men die. 

I just watched a young man die. 

And it made me think of another woman who watched a young man die.

She watched a young man in the prime of his life

As he died in agony on a cross.

I just watched a young man die

Because  Jesus, who died on that cross

Has called me to walk with these young men who die

And show them Christ’s love. 

I just watched a young man die.  

There will be more, and women too.

Help me Lord, to walk with them through their journey of suffering 

And point them to you, the one who understands their pain.

Feb. 1998

